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Fishers Rights Network Calls for Justice for Myvanmar 31

Justice for the Myanmar 31

On behalf of the families of the Myanmar 31 and the thousands of migrant fishers we represent, FRN calls
on the Thai government and employer to take full responsibility for the safe return of all crew. Any costs
related to provisions while in custody, transportation, and/or repatriation should be fully covered by the
employer or governments. Fishers and crew should also be paid their full salary during the period of
custody as stipulated in their employment contracts and in accordance with Thai law. Fishers are not
responsible for illegal fishing, navigation or decisions related to vessel conduct—they are simply workers
following directives from their employer, and should not face any punishment or retribution for this
unfortunate incident.

Enforce the law and protect all fishers

There are several serious problems in the Thai fishing industry, and fishers are often working in extreme
conditions without any protection.

1. Fisher passports and documents are often held by the vessel owner, and they do not have freedom of
movement. Many are forced to work overtime and face threats or violence if they refuse. Many
work on vessels where drinking water is not provided.

2. Because PIPO does not properly inspect vessels or enforce the law, 1UU fishing is happening, fisher
rights are being violated, and situations like this will continue to occur.

3. The Thai government and PIPO should enforce the law and ILO C188 provisions, bring all crew
back safely, and work with FRN to improve conditions in the fishing industry.
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www.justiceforfishers.org




